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Welcome to the Fullerton 
Arboretum Education and Events for 

January – June 2012. 
 

Please note that we recommend advanced 
registration to guarantee your spot.  

If a class has fewer than  
five participants enrolled within 48 hrs  

of the class it will be cancelled. 
 

Call 657-278-3407 to register. 
Check back for added classes! 

 
Saturday, Jan. 7 
Home Composting 
Worm Composting/ Pat McNelly 
10-11:30 a.m., $5 member/$7 non-
member/Bleachers  
Classes are free for residents of the hosting 
cities - Fullerton, Brea, Santa Ana, Orange, and 
Buena Park. Residents of these cities (except 
Buena Park) will also receive a discount voucher 
for a composting bin (one per family). Please 
present utility bill the day of class. 

 
Pat McNelly will show you how to introduce and 
maintain worms in your home composting 
system! When worms do the composting work 
for you, you get the reward of rich “fluffy” soil 
that works wonders in your garden. 

 
 
Saturday, Jan. 14 
Home & Garden 
Rose Garden Basics/ Jan Brider 
10-11:30 a.m., $12 member/$15 non-
member/Meet at Pavilion Classrooms 
Space is limited/Pre-registration is 
recommended/Call by Wed. 11th 
 
Jan Brider will teach you how to get the most 
out of your rose garden! Learn the basics of 
rose selection, planting, fertilization, pruning, 
pest and disease control, and companion 

planting. One lucky participant will receive the 
demonstration bare root rose at the end of the 
class! 
 
Jan grows over 200 roses and companion plants 
in her country garden setting which is featured 
on the Mary Lou Heard Garden Tour. 
 
 

Saturday, Jan. 28 
Eat the Yard! 
Part III: Eyes on the Harvest/ Jonathan 
Davis  
9 a.m.-12 p.m., $20 members/$25 non-
members/Pavilion Classrooms 
 
Ethnobotanist, gardener, and foodie Jonathan 
Davis will teach you how to best harvest the 
fruits of your labor and make plans for the long-
term. Harvesting, seed-saving, plant 
propagation, maintaining and enhancing soil 
fertility, and long-term garden planning will be 
covered. Move beyond the seasonal vegetable 
garden and become a year-round grower of all 
plants edible. 
 
 

 
Saturday, Feb. 4 
Gardening For Success 
Happy Trees make Happy People: 
Ornamental Tree Pruning/ Greg Pongetti 
9-11 a.m., $20 member/$25 non-member/ 
Pavilion Classrooms 
 
Come learn the basics of ornamental tree 
pruning to make your trees beautiful and 
healthy.  We will use the arboretum as a 
classroom to gain a better understanding of 
how to prune trees with hands-on experience.  
Bring your pruners and saws if you have them.  
Be sure that the cuts you make are a cut above 
the rest! 
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Saturday, Feb. 4 
Water Conservation Gardening  
Class III: California Friendly Plants for the 
Garden/ Steve Gerischer 
1:30-3:30 p.m., $25 member/$30 non-
member/Pavilion Classrooms 
Classes are free to those who present their 
Yorba Linda District Water Bill. 

 
Landscaper designer Steve Gerischer will teach 
you about great low-water plant combinations 
and basic design tips that will leave you loving 
your yard and your water bill! Class includes list 
of easy to grow native and “California Friendly” 
plants for any space in your garden.  
 
 

Saturday, Feb. 11 
Cooking  
Hot but not Burnt – A Valentine’s Day 
cooking class/ Jonathan Davis 
12:30-3:30 p.m., $45 per member/$50 non-
members, limited to 20 participants/ 
Pavilion Kitchen 
 
Did you know that consumption of nutmeg 
increases mating behavior in mice? Maybe 
those randy mice are on to something! 
Jonathan Davis, Fullerton Arboretum farmer 
and lover of all things edible will be 
demonstrating the preparation of a seven-
course meal inspired by romance and designed 
around ancient and modern aphrodisiacs. Each 
course will be demonstrated and served in 
succession. After three hours of entertainment 
and seven courses of engine-revving delight, 
participants should be able to create a similar 
gastronomic experience on Valentine’s Day with 
the help of provided recipes. 

 
Saturday, Feb. 18 
Photography 
New! Walk About Photo Class 
9-12 p.m., $25 member/$30 non-members/ 
Pavilion Classrooms  

 
Bring your camera and join professional 
photographer Steve Kaye for a photo stroll 
through the Arboretum. You'll practice using 
your camera, finding interesting subjects, and 
composing compelling photos. Steve will show 
you where the best photo opportunities are and 
how to take advantage of them. Expect to gain 
dozens of practical tips and techniques that 
help you take better, more memorable photos. 
(In case of rain, Steve will conduct his 
information packed seminar indoors on Nature 
Photography. Either way, you win!) 
 
 

Sunday, Feb. 19 
Kids & Families 
Wiggly, Squiggly, Worms/ Jan Brider 
1-3 p.m., $3/child- Recommended for ages 
6 and up/Check in at Nature Center 
Children must be accompanied by an adult. 
 
Did you know a worm can do more than help 
you catch fish? Those wiggly little guys can help 
turn your garbage into yummy soil for the 
garden. Come meet these busy worms and 
explore their damp, dark world. 

 
Saturday, Feb. 25 
Home & Garden 
Botany Kick-Start (Part I)/ Bob Allen 

8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., $25 member/$30 
non-member  
Full 3 part series: $70/member, $85non-
member/Pavilion Classrooms 
 
A class for plant lovers of all levels. Includes an 
overview of plant parts, functions, pollination, 
and ecology. We'll examine fresh plant material 
to study parts. Photographs and illustrations 
will be used to present other topics. The class 
ends with a short walk in the garden to observe 
living plants. 
Bob Allen, Biologist, Photographer, Author 
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New Series! 
Urban Farmers ɀSummer Vegetables 
in the Home Garden 
An all-new urban agricultural class series 
with a focus on growing your favorite 
vegetable crops from seed to harvest. 
 
Whether you have a container or an acre, 
this class series will teach you how to 
effectively use your urban space to grow 
the best summer vegetables possible. Our 
popular Eat the Yard gardening series 
focused on general strategies for vegetable 
cultivation – this series will take an organic 
crop-based approach. Learn how to grow, 
maintain, and maximize the productivity of 
tomatoes, peppers, eggplants, cucumbers, 
squash and beans in this exciting three-part 
urban agriculture series. 
 

 
 
 
 
Saturday, March 3 
Urban Farmers 
Part I – A complete crop-by-crop strategy 
to design and establish your summer 
garden/ Jonathan Davis 
9-11:30 a.m., $20 member/$25 non-
member Full 3 part series: $55/member, 
$70 non-member/Pavilion Classrooms 
 
This first class will help you get your summer 
vegetable garden off to a roaring start. You will 
learn how to design your garden with effective 
irrigation in mind, amend your soil for your 
chosen crops, and how to establish your plants 

from seeds and transplants. 
 

 
Saturday, March 10 
Home & Garden 

Introduction to Plant Identification (Part 
II)/ Bob Allen 

8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., $25 member/$30 
non-member 
Full 3 part series: $70/member, $85 non-
member/Pavilion Classrooms 

 
Study the characteristics Botanists use to 
classify, identify, and recognize major groups 
and families of plants. We'll examine fresh plant 
material, preserved specimens, photographs, 
and published references to learn plant parts 
and functions. This class is a suggested 
prerequisite for the Plant Families Identification 
classes. 

 
Thursday, March 15th 
How to Grow the Best Tomatoes 
12:00 – 2:00 PM  $10/members, $13/non-members 
 

Get the most out of our annual Monster 
tomato and Pepper Sale as third generation 
nurseryman and tomato expert Steve Goto 
returns to the Arboretum to share his best 
practices and tips for growing great 
tomatoes. Steve will give specific 
recommendations for plants to pick up at 
this year’s Tomato Sale. 
 
Gardening For Success 
Perennials: Making the right choices for 
your conditions/ Chris Barnhill  
9-11 a.m., $20 member/$25 non-member/ 
Oak Hall Classroom 

 
Learn about the diversity of perennial plants 
and how to choose them for your garden. We 
will learn about plants that flower at different 
times of the season, have different heights, 
colors and textures. Most importantly, we’ll 
discuss the horticultural requirements of 
various perennials and how to use them in your 
garden. Wear your walking shoes so we can 
explore the perennials used in the Arboretum 
plant collections.  
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Saturday, March 24 
Home Composting 
Composting I 
10-11:30 a.m., $5 member/$7 non-
member/Bleachers  
Classes are free for residents of the hosting 
cities - Fullerton, Brea, Santa Ana, Orange and 
Buena Park. Residents of these cities (except 
Buena Park) will also receive a discount voucher 
for a composting bin (one per family). Please 
present utility bill the day of class. 
 
Bill Roley will show how easy it is to start your 
own home composting system. During this 
informative class, you will learn the basics of 
home composting and receive a FREE booklet to 
guide you through the learning and start-up 
process. 
 
 

Sunday, March 25 
Kids & Families 
Succulent Elf Garden Bowl  
1-2 p.m., $18/child - Prepaid registration 
required by Mon. 3/19, includes materials. 
Recommended for grades 1st -5th.  Check in 
at Nature Center. 
Children must be accompanied by an adult. 
 
Imagine a garden so small and inviting, an elf or 
fairy might come for a visit!  In this class, 
elementary age children will be introduced to 
this popular style of container gardening. 
Participants will build a garden truly fit for elf 
and fairy habitation with just the right colorful 
plants selected from a collection of mostly sun-
loving, hardy little succulents.  Go home with a 
garden all your own! 

Saturday, April 7 
Home & Garden 
Plant Families Identification (Part III) 
/ Bob Allen 

8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., $25 member/$30 
non-member 

Full 3 part series: $70/member, $85 non-
member/Pavilion Classrooms 
 
An amazing number of different plant families 

grow in southern California. In this class, Bob 
Allen will introduce you to some of those 
different plant families and help you to begin to 
develop the necessary skills to be able 
recognize their key characteristics. By using 
actual examples of various plants, participants 
will increase their understanding of the process 
of plant taxonomy. Some knowledge of botany 
or completion of Botany Kick-Start class is 
required. 

 
 
Gardening For Success 
Rejuvenating Haircuts for Plants?: Pruning 
and Care of Ornamental Shrubs/ Greg 
Pongetti 
9-11 a.m., $20 member/$25 non-member/ 
Bleachers 
 
Do you have a shrub that is growing out of 
control?  This hands-on class will teach you 
what you need to know about how to keep your 
flowering shrubs looking their best.  You will 
find that timing is critical in the pruning of 
shrubs in order to encourage the best floral 
displays.  Be kind to your shrubs and let them 
live up to their full potential.  Don’t forget your 
pruners! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, April 21 
Urban Farmers 
Part II - Keep plagues at bay and maximize 
productivity/ Jonathan Davis 
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9-11:30 a.m., $20 member/$25 non-
member Full 3 part series: $55/member, 
$65 non-member/Pavilion Classrooms 
 
Learn how to identify common vegetable pests 
and organically manage their populations in 
your home garden. Appropriate plant nutrition 
is an essential component to pest management 
so you will also learn how to supplement the 
fertility of your soil with compost, compost tea, 
and purchased fertilizers. 
 
 

Saturday, April 28 
Water Conservation Gardening  
Class IV: Irrigating the Low-Water Use 
Garden/ Steve Gerischer 
1:30-3:30 p.m., $25 member/$30 non-
member/Pavilion Classrooms 
Classes are free to those who present their 
Yorba Linda District Water Bill. 

 
Discover the irrigation solutions to quality 
garden care with significantly less water. 
Landscape Designer Steve Gerischer will teach 
class participants basic irrigation design and 
other water management techniques used to 
get maximum benefit while using minimum 
water in the garden. 
 

Saturday, May 5 
Home & Garden 
Entomology for Gardeners/ Bob Allen 

8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., $25 member/$30 
non-member/ Pavilion Classrooms 

 
Arthropods (insects and their relatives) are the 
most numerous, abundant, and unavoidable 
organisms on Earth. Most are incredibly 
important components of healthy ecosystems. 
Gardens themselves are ecosystems and 
Arthropods are important elements within 
them. We’ll discuss and examine the major 
groups of local Arthropods, focus on key clades 
and species, and look at specimens both 
preserved and living. Attendees are encouraged 

to bring in samples of Arthropods (alive or not) 
for identification and discussion. A 10- or 20-
power hand-lens is recommended. (Note that 
this is not a pest control class). 
 
Gardening For Success 
Homegrown Plants for the Home:  Plant 
Propagation Workshop/ Greg Pongetti, 
Chris Barnhill, & Dena Jay 
9-11 a.m., $20 member/$25 non-
member/Oak Hall Classroom/Deck 
 
Growing your own plants can be a very 
rewarding as well as a money saving venture.  
Imagine having your own nursery operation in 
your backyard.  Learn how to propagate plants 
from seeds, cuttings, and divisions by actually 
working with a seasoned propagator, and go 
home with your propagules!  Remember, 
there’s more than one way to grow a plant. 
 
 

Sunday, May 6 
Kids & Families 
Arts in the Garden 
1-3 p.m., $5/child - Prepaid registration 
required by Mon. 4/30, includes materials 
Recommended for ages 5-12. Check in at 
Nature Center. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult. 
 
Kids can use their imagination during an 
afternoon of creative fun! Move from station to 
station for activities and demonstrations in art, 
music, story, and dance. 
 

 
 
 
 
Saturday, May 12 
Urban Farmers 
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Part III – Bring in the sheaves and prepare 
for next season and beyond/  
Jonathan Davis 
9-11:30 a.m., $20 member/$25 non-
member Full 3 part series: $55/member, 
$70 non-member/Pavilion Classrooms 
 
A harvest is a sign of new crops and seasons to 
come. Learn when and how you should harvest 
to optimize ripeness and extend plant 
productivity, how to select and prepare for 
cool-season vegetables to follow your summer 
crop, and how to control pollination and save 
the seed from your best plants. 
 
 

Saturday, May 12 
Water Conservation Gardening  
Class V: Basic Design Strategies for the Low 
Water Use Garden / Steve Gerischer 
1:30-3:30 p.m., $25 member/$30 non-
member/Pavilion Classrooms 
Classes are free to those who present their 
Yorba Linda District Water Bill. 

 
Designing a garden can seem overwhelming. 
Learn some simple strategies to create your 
own low water use/drought tolerant landscape-
a step-by-step breakdown for creating a garden. 
It's easy! 
 

Saturday, June 2 
Gardening For Success 
Great Bulbs of Fire!: Great bulbs for 
Southern California / Chris Barnhill 
9-11 a.m., $20 member/$25 non-
member/Pavilion Classrooms 
 
Do you want to expand your repertoire of 
bulbs? In this class you’ll learn about many of 
the bulbs native to southern California and 
exotic bulbs that are horticulturally suitable for 
this region. We will also learn how to integrate 
bulbs into your home landscape. Examples in 
the Arboretum California native and woodland 

gardens will help illustrate the use of bulbs in 
the landscape. 
 

Saturday, June 9 
Home Composting 
Composting II/ Pat McNelly 
10-11:30 a.m., $5 member/$7 non-
member/Bleachers  
Classes are free for residents of the hosting 
cities - Fullerton, Brea, Santa Ana, Orange and 
Buena Park. Residents of these cities (except 
Buena Park) will also receive a discount voucher 
for a composting bin (one per family). Please 
present utility bill the day of class. 

 
Learn how to build and improve your 
composting system to turn yard clippings and 
food scraps into soil much faster. This class 
provides an overview of composting for the 
beginner and focuses on answering questions 
and providing participants with advanced 
techniques. 
 
 

Saturday, June 16  
Urban Farmers 
Starting Your Own Vineyard/ Kent Gordon 
9-11:30 a.m., $20 member/$25 non-
member (Not part of series)/Pavilion 
Classrooms 
 
Kent Gordon, Department Coordinator for the 
Horticulture Department at Fullerton College & 
vineyard owner will lead this exciting class on 
how to start your own backyard vineyard. In 
fact he will help us start our own here at the 
Fullerton Arboretum. This is intended to be an 
interactive class and group.  
 

Saturday, June 23 
Water Conservation Gardening  
Class VI: Edibles in the Low Water Use 
Garden/ Steve Gerischer 
1:30-3:30 p.m., $25 member/$30 non-
member/Pavilion Classrooms 
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Classes are free to those who present their 
Yorba Linda District Water Bill. 
You can grow a beautiful edible landscape 
where there used to be just lawn. This is not 
your grandfather’s veggie patch—today’s edible 
landscapes can be attractive as they are useful. 
Learn how to grow an edible landscape that is 
packed with color, is water-wise, and produces 
year-round. 
 
 

Saturday Mornings  
Yoga in the Garden 
Kim Mason  
9-10:30 a.m., $13 member/$15 non-
member/Meet at Nature Center 
 

Jan. 7, 14, 21, 28 
Feb. 4, 11, 18, 25 
March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
April 7, 21, 28 
May 5, 12 
June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
 
Come connect with nature and your spirit as 
you practice yoga in our beautiful gardens. 
Music, spare mats and snacks are provided. 
Appropriate for all levels/ Ages 16-17 allowed 
with an adult 
 
Kim Mason is a certified yoga instructor with 
over 20 years of yoga experience. Her training 
includes Iyengar, Hatha, and Kundalini yoga as 
well as various types of meditation. Her clients 
include Team Survivor, Anaheim Achieves, 
Irvine Public School and Nickelodeon. 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

First and Third Saturdays 
Farm Stand 
10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m/Next to Nature Center 
 

Jan. 7, 21 
Feb. 4, 18 
March 3, 17 
April 7, 21 
May 5 
June 2, 16 
 
The Farm at Fullerton Arboretum: 16,000 
square feet of vegetables, fruit, herbs, and 
grains. Fullerton Arboretum Orchards:  Our 
orchards contain 90 mature fruit trees 
representing 50 varieties.  
 
The Fullerton Arboretum Farm Stand features 
produce grown in the arboretum’s own soil. 
Since the spring of 2009 the Farm at Fullerton 
Arboretum has produced over 12,000 pounds of 
food representing approximately 300 varieties 
of vegetables, fruit, herbs, and grains. Our 
orchards are home to 90 mature fruit trees with 
over 50 varieties of fruit ranging from the 
common to the utterly unique. The Arboretum’s 
produce is grown through sustainable methods 
and without the use of synthetic pesticides. 
Support the Fullerton Arboretum while eating 
ultra-local and sustainably grown fruits and 
vegetables! 

 


